PINDAKEES.                         411

expectations; and even before the storm had burst
upon Ganjam, the council came to the unanimous
resolution to defer no longer the extirpation of
these banditti.   On the 21st of December 1816,
this determination was formed, and Lord Hastings
gave immediate notice of his intention to proceed
in person to the scene of action, and to spare no
efforts to accomplish the object in spite of any ob-
stacles that might be raised by open or secret foes.
With respect to the time, it was resolved not to
commence until the following season, unless the
formation of the Jypoor alliance should require
operations against Ameer Khan, in which case
his Lordship proposed to enter upon immediate
action.   This not having taken place, his depar-
ture for the upper provinces was fixed for the fol-
lowing rains, that is to say, the month of June or
July 1817. It was still considered doubtful, whether
Sindheea would be induced to co-operate with us
in this important object, or yield to the importu-
nity of- alternate entreaty and menace, addressed
to him from the several durras.   The certain op-
position of Ameer Khan, or at least of his Putan
mercenaries, and the probable secret counterac-
tion of the Peshwa, were confidently anticipated:
but with the resources of the Nizam and of the
Bhoosla, who was supposed to be equally staunch,
added to our own strength HI that quarter of In-
dia, there appeared little hazard of failure.   But,